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BULL RUN.

Tho First Great Struggle on the Plains

of Manassas.

REPULSE ON THE BIGHT.

McDowell Makes a Grand Effort
to Retrieve the Day.

SUCCESS ON THE LEFT.

Disorderly Retreat to the Banks
of the Potomac.

BY GEX. JOHX A. LOGAN".
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And now, while Qninby's regiment, on

another ridge more to the left, is also again
engagiug ths enemy, the 69th N. Y. led by
the fearless Corcoran, dashes forwnid, np the
Hemy Ilonsc Hill, over the forbidding brow,

and beyond. As the brave Irishmen reach
the abandoned batteries the hoarse roar of
cannon, the sharp rarrie of musketry volleys,

the scream of shot and shell, and the whist-

ling of bullets, is at once deafening and ap-

palling, while the air seems filled with tho
iron and leaden sleet which sweeps across
thcscorcbedandblasted plateau of the Henry
House. Nobly the Irish regiment holds its
ground for a time, hut at last it too falls
back before the hurtling tempest

The for-tnne- s of the day are plainly turn-

ing against us. Time is also against us as

it has been all along while it is with the
enemy. It is past 3 o'clock.

LAST LINE OF BATTLE.
Since we last looked at Beauregard's third

new defensive line, there have been material
accessions to it. The remains ofthe bri:
gades of Ree, Evans and Bartow have been

reformed on the right of Jackson's Brigade
Bee on his immediate right, Evans to the

right of Bee, and Bartow to the right of
Evans, with a battery which has been en-

gaging Schenck's Brigade on tho other side
of Bull Bun near the Stone Bridge ; while
Cocke's Brigade watches Bull Run to the rear
of Bartow. On the left of Jackson's Briirade
is now to be seen a part of Bonham's Bri-

gade (Kershaw's 2d S. C. and Gish's 8th S. C),
with Kemper's battery on its left. Kirby
Smith has reached the front, from Manassas,
and in advancing from his position on the
left of Bonham's Demi-Brigad- e, just west of
the .Sudley road, with Elzey's Brigade in a
counter-attac- k upon our right is wounded
and carried to the rear, leaving his command
to Elzcy. Smart's cavalry are in the woods
still farther to the enemy's left, supporting
Beckham's battery. Early's Brigade is also
coming up from Union Mills Ford, not far
to the jear of the enemy's left, with the de-

sign of coming into line between Elzey's
Brigade and Btckham's battery, and out-

flanking and attacking our right. But let
us bring our eyes back to the bloody contest
still going on for the possession of the bat-

teries of Griffin and Ricketts.
Arnold's battery has raced np on our right,

and is delivering shot, shell, spherical case
and canister with effect, although exposed to
a severe and accurate lire from the enemy.
WilIcox,wilhwlmtisleftofthelstMich.,after
once retaking the batteries on the plateau,
from the 7th Ga., has got around the enemy's
left flank and is actually engaged with the
enemy's rear while the enemy's front is
engaged with Franklin and Sherman! f Bnt
Kobarfc Ward's 3Bth N. Y., which "SVillcox has
ordered up to support the 1st Mich, on our
extreme right in this Hanking movement, has
been inifcdirecled, and is now attacking the
eneni3r's center instead of his left: and Pres-
ton's 2Sth Va., which, with Wi there's 18th
Ya., has come up to the rebel left from
Cocke's Brigade on the enemy's right find-

ing the 1st Mich, broken in the wood3, at-

tacks it, and wounds and captures Willcox.
Wilhcrs s regiment has, with a yell the old
rebel yell, now rising everywhere from rebel
throats and fco often heard afterward
charged the 14th N. Y. Chasseurs in the
woods; aud the Chasseurs, though retiring,
have fired upon it with such precision as to
throw part of their assailants into disorder.

31'DOWELL MAKES ONE 2IOKE EFFORT.
Meanwhile McDowell is making one more

effort to retrieve the misfortunes of the day.
Lawrence's 5th and Clark's 11th Mass., with
Gorman's 1st Minn. all belonging to Frank-
lin's Brigade together with Corcoran's G9th
N. Y., of Sherman's Brigade, have been
brought into line of battle by the united
efforts of Franklin, Averell, and other officers
at our center, and with ihe remnants of two
or thiee other regiments are moving against
tho enemy's center to support the attack of
the Chasseurs rallied and led forward again
by Heintzelman upon the rebel left, and
that of the 38th N. Y. upon the rebel left
center, in another effort to recapture the
abandoned batteries.

Charge after charge is made by our gallant
regiments, and counter-charg- e after counter-
charge is made by the fresh troops of the
enemy. For almost half an hour has the
contest over the batteries rolled backward
and forward. Three several times have the
batteries been taken and retaken, much of
the determined and desperate struggle going
on over the prostrate and bleeding bodies of
tho brave Union artillerists, but without

Comprising Gibbons's 10th Va., the 3d
Tenn., and Geo. H. Stewart's 1st Md.

tSeo Willcox's Report.
s Gen. Keyes, who had kept on down

the Run, on the extreme left of our advance
having separated from Sherman on his right
i inougut tiic day was won about 2 o'clock ;

but about 3:30 o'clock a sudden change in the
firing took place, winch, to my ear, was very
ominous. I knew that the moment the shout
went up from the other side, there appeared
to be alt instantaneous change in the whole
sound of the battle. That, as far as I
can learn, was tho shout tljatwcnt up from the
enemy's hue when they found out for certain
that it was Johnston Kirby Smith and not
Patterson that had come."

S

avail. Regiment after regiment has been
thrown back by the deadly fusillade of the
enemy's musketry from the skirt of woods
at his front and left, aud the canister, case,
and bursting shells of his rapidly-serve- d

artillery.
It is now near upon 4 o'clock. Our last

effort to recapture the batteries has failed.
The Union lino of advance has been seriously
checked. Some of our own guns in those
batteries are turned on us. The enemy's
infantry J make a rush over the blood-soake- d

brow of the fatal plateau, pouring into our
men a deadly fire as they advance, while
over to our right and rear, at the same
moment, are seen the fresh regiments of
Early's Brigade coining out of tho woods,
deploying rapidly in several lines, with
Stuart's handful of rebel cavalry, while
Beckham's guns, in the same quarter, open
an oblique enfilading reverse fire upon us in
a lively manner.

At once the minds of tho fagged-ou- t
Union troops become filled with the dispirit-
ing idea that the exhausting fight which
the' have made all day long has been simply
with Beauregard's Army of the Potomac, aud
that these fresh rebel troops on the Union
right and rear arc the vanguard of Johnston's
Army of the Shenandoah! After all the
hard marching and fighting they have done
during the last 13 hours, with empty bellies
and parched lips under a scorching sun that
still, as it descends in the west, glowers
down upon them through the murky air
like a great red glaring eye, the very
thought is terrible!

BEG1XNIXG OF THE ItETKEAT.

"Without fear, yet equally without hope, the
Union troops crumble to groups, and then to
individuals. The attempt of McDowell to
turn the left of the enemy's Bull Run line
has failed.

McDowell aud his officers heroically but
vainly strive, at great personal risk to them-

selves, to stem the tide of confusion and dis-

order. Sykes s battalion of Regulars, which
has been at our left, now steadily moves
obliquely across tho field of battle toward
our right to a hill in the mid-groun- d, which
it occupies, and with the aid of Arnold's
battery and Palmer's cavalry holds, while
the exhausted and disorganized troops of
the Union army doggedly and slowly j

retire toward Sudley Ford, their rear covered
by an irregular square of infantry which,
mainly by the exertions of Col. Corcoran
has been formed to resist a threatened charge
of Stuart's cavalry.

It is not fear that has got the better of our
Union troops. It is physical exhaustion, for
one thing ; it is thirst, for another. Men
must drink even if they have foolishly
thrown away their canteens and many
have retired to get water. It is the moral
effect also tho terrible disappointment of
seeing what they suppose are Johnston's
fresh troops from the Shenandoah Valley,
without Patterson "on their heels," sud-
denly appear on their flank and rear. It is
not fear; though some of them are panic-stricke- n,

and, as they catch sight of Stuart's
mounted men, no black horse or uniform
among thein raise the cry of " The Black
Horse Cavalry! The Black Horse Cavalry ! "

The Union attack has been repulsed, it ia
true, bnt the Union soldiers, though disor-
ganized, discouraged and disappointed, are
not dismayed. Their officers not yet having
learned how to fight, and themselves lacking
the cohesion of discipline, the men have lost
their regimental organizations, and owing to
the causes mentioned slowly reiire across
Sudley Ford of Bull Run in a conditiou of
disintegration ff their retreat being bravely
covered by the 27lh and G9lh K Y., (which
have rallied and formed there,) Sykes's in-

fantry battalion, Arnold's battery, and
Palmers cavalry.

"While the divisions of Hunter and Heint-
zelman, which came down in the morning
across Sudley Ford, are now, with one bri-

gade (Sherman's) of Tyler's Division, retir-
ing again in this disordered condition by
that ford, two other brigades of Tyler's Di-

vision viz., those of Scheuck, which at 4
o'clock was just in the act of advancing
upon and across tho Stone Bridge to join in
the Union attack, and of Keyes, which was
at the same time just succeeding in its effort
to turn the right flank of ihe enemy's thiid
new line are withdrawing from the field
across Bull Run stream by the "Wan enf on
pike aud other roads leading f hem directly
toward Centerville. The brigades of both

Long afterward, when describing the storm
of leaden hail which fell about the contested
spot where lay the riddled bodies of Ricketts
and bis caunoniers, Ricketts added, in his
testimony before the Committee on the Con-
duct of the War: " The ground was torn up all
around me, and eomo bullets went through my
clothes. 1 never expected to get off at all."

t Report of tho rebel Col. Withers.
Stonewall Jackson's rested regiments, with

others on his left.
'i "Men fell away talking, and in great con-

fusion." Sherman's Report.
! At the rale of " not more than two, or two

and a half, miles an hour," and not "helter-skelter,- "
as some narrators state.

1 Sherman's Report.
Sce Maj. Barry's testimony touching tho

conduct of the war.
ft In his repoi t to Mij. Barnard, Cnpt. D. P.

Woodbury, of tho Corps of Engineers, savs:
"It is not for me to give a history of the battle.
The enemy was driven on our left, from cover
to cover, a mile and a half. Our position for
renewing the action the next morning was ex-
cellent; whence, then, our failure? It will
not be out of place, I hope, for mo to givo my
own opinion of tho cause of this failnro. An
old soldier feels tafo in the ranks, unsafe out
of the ranks, aud tho greater" the danger tho
more pertinaciously he clings to his place. Tho
volunteer of three months never attains this
instinct of discipline. Under danger, and oven
under mere excitement, he flies away from his
ranks, and looks for safety in dispersion. At
4 o'clock in tho afternoon of tho 21st there were
more than 12,003 volunteers on tho battlefield
of Bull Run who had entirely lost their regi-
mental organizations. They could no longer
he handled as troops, for tho officers and men
were not together. Jlen aud ofliccrs mingled
together promiscuously; and itJs worthy of
remark that this disorganization did not result
from defeat or fear, for up to 4 o'clock wo had
been uniformly successful. Tho instinct of
discipline, which keeps every man in his place,
bad not been acquired. We cannot suppose
that tho troops of tho enemy had attained a
higher drgrce of discipline than our own, but
they acted on tho defensivo, and were not
equally exposed to disorganization."
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Keyes and Schenck are retiring in good
order; that of Keyes at " an ordinary pace,"
following close after McDowell, who, with
bis staff, has ridden across tho battlefield
and Bull Run, while part of that of Schenck,
united with the 2d Me. (of Kcyes's Brigade),
and Ayres's battery, "promptly aud effec-
tively" repulses a chargo of the enemy's cav-

alry, aud covers the rear of Tyler's Division.
Both of these brigades reach Centerville
hungry and weary, but otherwise, for tho
most part, in good shape.

THE LEFT WING OF THE AKMY.

But during this grand all-da- y attack by
two of McDowell's Divisions, directly aided
by part of a third, upon tho loft flank of tho
enemy's original Bull Run lino of defense
which attack, while it has failed in its pur-
pose, has also utterly upset and defeated the
enemy's purpose to carry out Beauregard's
plan of attacking Centerville that same
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morniug what has the left wing of Mc--
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The Rebels Firing 100 Guns in Fbont

Dowell's army been doing? Let us go back
to Sunday morning and ascertain.

All the army of McDowell, save his left
wing, which, comprising the two brigades
(Bleuker's and Davie3's) of Miles's Division,
and Riehardson's Brigade of Tyler's Division,
that fought the preliminary battle of Black-
burn's Ford, is now under tho command of
Miles, away from Centerville down
the "Warrenlon pike, as we have seen, very
early in the morning.

Blenker remains with his brigade as a
reserve on the bights little east of Center-
ville to up which,
however, he does not do for lack of intrench-
ing implements. Richardson and Davies are
to make a feint at Blackburn's Ford, so as to
draw the enemy's troops there, while the
heavy blow from McDowell's right wing and of

center falls upon the left flank and rear of
the enemy's Bull Run line.

inRichardson's Brigade is already down the
ridge, in his old position at Blackburn's
Ford, when Davics with his brigade reaches
it from Centerville, and by virtue of seniority
takes command of the two brigades. Leav-
ing Richardson's Brigade and Greene's bat-
tery

all
exactly on the battleground of the 18th

July, Davics posts two regiments (tho lSlh
and 32d N. Y.) of his brigade, with
Hunt's battery, on the brow of hill in an
open whealfield, some 80 yards to the south-
eastward of Richardson, and distant some
1,500 yards from Longstrect's batteries on As

the western side of Bull Run, and commences
a rapid fire upon the enemy's position at
Blackburn's Ford from both of tho
batteries.

At 10 o'clock there is a lull in this Union
fire. The artillery ammunition is running
short. The however, seems
thus far to be successful, judging by the
movement ofrebel troops toward Blackburn's
Ford. The lull continues until 11 o'clock.
At that time Miles arrives at his front in a
towering ragc.f to

On his way down the ridge, that morning
early, Davics had made a discovery. While
passing a roadway his guide had casually
remarked: "There is a road that leads
around to the enemy's camp direct." "Ah! "

said Davies; " and can they get through that
road?" " Oh, yes," replied the guide. Davies
had at once halted, aud, after posting his Ho
lGth and 31st 2T. Y. regiments, with two
guns of Hunt's battery, near this road, at its
junction with the Ridge road running up to As
Centerville from Blackburn's Ford, had pro-
ceeded with the rest of his regiments and
guns to the position where Miles finds him.

A RAD COMMANDER.

But Miles has discovered what Davies has
done in this matter of the flanking road-
way; and without knowing, or apparently
caring to know, the reason underlying tho
posting of the two regiments and two guns
in its vicinity flies into "a terrible paasion "
because of it, and in '"no very meaaurcd lan-
guage," gives Davies "a severe dressing but
down," and orders him to bring both regi-
ments and guns down to tho front. Davies b.iw

complies, and says nothing. Miles also or-

ders
it

him to continue the firing from his
batteries without regard to the quantity of and
ammunition. This order also Davies obeys,
and the firing proceeds for two hours until got

another order comes about 1 o'clock p. m. to
stop4 firing. to

The fact is that Miles is not at all him-
self, but is suffering under such a strain of
mental excitement, as he afterward claims,
that he not responsible

thoMiles, however, returns to Centerville

Reports of Tylor, Koycs, and Schenck. andj For this and what immediately follows, seo
Davies's Report and his testimony before tho
Committee on tho Conduct of tho War. own

about noon ; and no sooner is ho gone than
Davics at once sends back pioneers to ob-

struct that road, which would bring tho
enemy around his left flank and rear, to
Centerville. These work so industriously
that they cut down a quarter of a mile of
trees, and block the road up completely.
Davics also posfs a few pickets there, in caso
of accidents. It well he docs so. It is not
long before the oncmy makes an attempt to
get around to his rear by that road; but
finding it both obstructed and picketed, re-

tires again. Davics docs not see the rebels
making that attempt, hut catches sight of
them on their letnrn, and gives them a sc-vc- ro

shelling for their pains.
Davies keeps up his firing moro or less

according to tho rendition of tho enemy and
of hi3 own ammunition until 4 o'clock,
when the firing occasioned by the Union
flanking movoment, six miles to his right,
ceases. Then llreifc reaches him a note from
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of the State House at Richmond in
(From a sketch mndc on tho spot at tho time.)

Richardson, so badly penciled that ho can
only make out tho ono word but
cannot for tho life of him mako out whether
the beaten ono is our right wing, or tho
enemy!

TnE REREL DEFEAT ON THE LEFT.

Of whnt followed, he tells tho story him-

selfunder oath, before the Committee on
the Conduct of tho "War so graphically that
the temptation to give it in his own words

irresistible. "I saw unmistakable evi-

dence," said he, " that we were going to be
attacked on our left wing. I got all ready
for the attack, hut did not change my front.

" About 5 o'clock, I think, the rebels made
their appearance back upon this very road
up which the3r had gone before; but instead

keeping up the road they turned past a
farm-hous- e, went through the farm-yar- d, and
came down and formed right in front of me,

a hollow, out of my sight. "Well, I let
them all come down there, keeping a watch
upon their movements. I told tho artillery
not to fire any shot3 at them until they saw
the rear column go down, so as to get them

down in tho little hollow, or basin, there.
There was a little basin there, probably a
quarter of a mile every way. I should
think that, maybe, 3,000 men filed down
before I changed front.

" "We lay there, with two regiments back,
and the artillery in front, facing Bull Run.

soon as about 5,000 of the enemy got
down in this basin I changed the front, of
the artillery around to tho left, in faco of the
enemy, and put a company of infantry
between each of the pieces of artillery, and
then deployed tho balance of tho regiments
right aud left, and made my line of battle.

" I gave directions to the infantry not to
fire a shot under any circumstances until
they got tho word of command from me. I
furthermore said I would shoot the first man
that fired a shot before I gave the command

do so.
" I gavo them orders all to lie down on

their faces. They (the rebels) were just
over tho brow of the hill, so that if they
came up in front of lis they could not hit a
man.

" As soon as I saw tho rcar.column I told
Lieut. Benjamin to fire.

fired the first shot when the rear column
presented itself. It just went over their
heads and hit a horso and rider in their rear.

soon as tho first shot was fired I gave the
order for the whole six pieces of artillery to
open with grape and canister. Tho effect
was terrible. They were all there right
before us, about 450 yards off, and had not
suspected that wo were going to fire at nil,
thongh they did not know what tho reason
was. Hunt's battery (belonging to

had by mistake got Greene's) per-
formed so well, that in 30 minutes wo dis-

persed every ono of them !

"I do not know how many were killed,
wo so crippled their entire force that they

never came after us "an inch. A man who
the effect of tho firing in the valley Baid

was just like firing into a whealfield; tho
column gave way at once before the grape

canister; they were just within available
distance. I knew very well that if they but

into that basin, tho first fire would cut
them nil to pieces; and it did. "Wo continued

fire for 30 minutes when there was nothing
more to fire at, and no more shots were re-

turned."
At a later hour hile remaining victor-

ious at their well defended position, with
enemy at their front dispersed and si-

lenced these two brigades of the left wing,
rcceivo orders to fall back on Centerville

encamp. With the brigade of Richard-
son and Greene's battery in advance, Davies's

brigade and Hunt's battery following,

they fell back on the bights of Centerville
" without the least confusion and in perfect
order," reaching them at 7 p. ni.

Meantime Miles has been relieved from
command, and McDowell has ordered Blen-ker-'s

Brigade to take position a mile or moro
in advance of Centerville toward Bull Run
on both sides of the "Warreuton pike to pro-

tect the retreat, now being made, in a few
collected bodies, bnt mainly in great dis-

order owing partly to tho baggago-wagon- s

choking tho road, along which both ven-
turesome civilians and fagged-ou- t troops are
retreating upon Centerville. This confused
retreat passes through Bleuker's line until 9
o'clock p. m. and then all is secure.

FALLrNG BACK ON WASHINGTON.
At midnight McDowell has decided to

mako no stand at Centerville, but to reiire
upon tho defensive works at "Washington.
The order to retreat is giveu, and, with the
rear well guarded by Richardson's and Blen--
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ker's Brigades, is carried out the van of the
retreat, with no enemy pursuing, degenera-
ting finally into a rout, which carries more
or less panic into "Washington itself, as well
as terriblo disappointment and chagrin to
the loyal States of the Union, f

Knowing what we now do concerning the
battle of Bull Run, it is somewhat surprising
at this day to read the dispatches sent by
McDowell to Gen. Scott's headquarters at
"Washington immediately after it. They are
in these words:

Crntekville, July 21, 18G1 5;45 p. m.
Wo passed Bull Run, engaged tho enemy,

who, it socms, had just been reinforced by Gon.
Johnston. We drove thorn for several hours,
aud finally routed them.

They rallied and repulsed us, but ouly to givo
us again tho victory, which scorned complete.
But our mon, exhausted with fatigue and thirst,
and confused by firing into each other, were
attacked by tho enemy's reserves aud driven
from tho position wo had gained, overlooking
Manassas. After tiiis tho men could not he ral-
lied, but slowly left tho field. In tho mean-
time tho enemy outflanked Richardson st
Blackburn's Ford, and wo have now to hold
Contcrvillo till our men can get behind it.
Miles's Division is holding the town. It is re-
ported that Col. Cameron is killed; Hunter
and Heintzelman wounded, neither danger-
ously. Inwix McDowell,

Brigadier-Genera- l, Commanding.
Liout.-Co- l. Townsend.

Faiefax Court-hous- e, July 21. 1S61.
Tho mon having thrown away tiieir haver-

sacks in tho battle and left them behind, thoy
are without food; have oaten nothing since
breakfast. Wo are without artillery ammuni-
tion. The larger part of the men are a con-
fused mob, entirely demoralized. It was tho
opinion of all the commanders that no stand
could bo made this sido of tho Potomac. We
will, however, mako tho attempt at Fairfax
Court-hous- e. From a prisonor wo learn that
20,000 from Johnston joined last night, and
thoy march on us io-uig-

Col. Townsend. Irwin McDowell.

Fairfax Court-hous- e, July 22, 1SG1.
Many of tho volunteers did not wait for au-

thority to proceed to tho Potomac, but loffc on

Bleuker's Report.
f'No ono who did not sharo in tho sad ex-

perience will bo ablo to realize the consterna-
tion which the news of this discomfiture
grossly exaggerated diffused over tho loyal
portion of our country. Only the tidings
which had reached Washington up to 4 o'clock

all presaging cortain and decisive victory
woro permitted to go North by telegraph
that day and evening ; so that, on Monday
morning, when the crowd of fugitives from our
grand army was pouring into Washington a
heedless, harmless, worthless mob, tho loyal
States wero exulting over accounts of a decisivo
triumph. But a few hours brought different
advices, and theso woro as much worse than
tho truth as the formor had boon better: Our
army hud been utterly destroyed cut to pieces,
with a loss of twenty-fiv- e to thirty thousand
men, besides all its artillery and munitions, and
Washington lay at tho mercy of tho enemy, who
wero soon to advanco to tho capturo and sack
of our great commercial cities. Never before
had so black a day as that Black Monday low-
ered upon tho loyal hearts of tho North, and
tho leadon, weeping skies reflected and light-
ened while thoy seemed to sympathizo with
tho general gloom. It would have hecn easy,
with oidinary effort and care, to havo gathered
aud remanded to their camps or forts around
Alexandria or Arlington all the wretched strag-
glers to whom fear had lent wings, and who,
throwing away their arms and equipments, aud
abandoning all semblance of military order or
discipline, had rushed to tho Capital to hide
thcroin thoirsliamo behind a cloud of exaggera
tions and ialsohoous. Hie still etlectivo hat-teric-s,

tho solid battalions, that wero then
wendiug their way slowly back to thoir old
encampments along tho south bank of the Po-
tomac, deprcssod but unshaken, dauntless and
uttorly unasssiiled, wero unsceu and uuheard
from; while tho panic-stricke- n racers filled and
distended tho general car with their talcs of
impregnable intronclimonts and masked bat-
teries, of regiments slaughtered, brigades
uttorly cut to pieces, etc., niakiug ont their
miserable selves to be about all that was left of
thcanny. That these men were allowed thus
to si ragglo into Washington, instead of being
poroinptorily stoppod at tho bridges and sent
back to tho encampments of their several regi-
ments, is onlj to ho accounted for on tho hy-
pothesis that tho reason of our military mag-
nates had been temporarily dethrouod, so as to
divost them of all moral responsibility." Greo-loy- 's

Am. Coullict, Vol. I, pp. 552-55- 3.

their own decision. They are now pouring
through this place in a state of utter disorgani-
zation. Thoy could not bo prepared for action
by morning, oven wero they will-
ing. I learn from prisoners that we arc to bo
pressed bore to-nig- and morning,
as tho enemy's force is very largo and they arc
elated.. I think wo heard cannon on our rear-
guard. I think now, as all of my commanders
thought at Centerville, there is no alternative
but to fall back to the Potomac, and 1 shall
proceed to do so with as much regularity as
possible. Irwin McDowell.

Col. Townsend.

Arlington, July 22, 1861.
I avail myaeif of tho of tele-

graph to report my arrival. When 1 left tho
forks of tho Littlo River turnpike and Colum-
bia turnpike, where I had been for a couple of
hours turning stragglers and parties of regi-
ments upon this place and Alexandria, I re-
ceived intelligence thattho rear-guar- d, under
Col. Richard3on, had left Fairfax Court-hou3- c,

and was getting along well. Had not been at-

tacked. I am now trying to get matters a little
organized over here. Irwin McDowell,

E. D. Townsend. Brigadier-Genera- l.

McDowell had unquestionably been re-

pulsed in his main attack with his right
wing, and much of his army was badly de-

moralized ; but, on the other hand, it maybe
well to repeat that the enemy's plan of at-

tack that same morning had been frustrated,
and most of his forces so badly shattered and
demoralized that he dared not follow up the
advantage which, more by our own blunders
than by his prowess, he had gained.

A DRAWN RATTLE.
If tho Union forces or, at least, the right

wing of them were whipped, the enemy
also was whipped. Jackson himself con-

fesses that while he had, at the last mo-

ment, broken our center, our forces had
turned notn ol his flanks. Tnc enemy was
in fact so badly used up that he not only dared
not to pursue us to Washington as he would
have done had he been able but he was ab-

solutely afraid McDowell would resume the
attack on the right of the original Bull Run
line that very night ! For, in a letter to Gen.
Beauregard, dated Richmond, Va., Aug. A,

1801, Jefferson Davis, who was on the
ground at Bull Run July 21, alluding to the
battle of Bull Run aud Beauregard's excuses
for not pursuing the Union troops, says: "I
think you are unjust to yourself in putting
your failure to pursue the enemy to Wash-
ington to the account of short snpplies of
subsistence and transportation. Under the
circumstances of our army and in the ab-

sence of the knowledge since acquired if,
indeed, the statements be true it would
have been extremely hazardous to have done
more than was performed. Yon wiU not fail
to remember that, so far from knowing that
the enemy was routed, a large part of our
forces was moved by you in the night of the
21st to repel a supposed attack upon our
right, and tho next day's operations did not
fnlly reveal what h's since been reported of
the enemy's panic."

And Jefferson Davis's statement f is cor-

roborated by the report of Col. Withers of
the 18th Va., who, after starting with other
regiments in an attempt to cut off the Union
retreat, was recalled to the Stone Bridge,
andwhosay3: "Before reaching the point
we designed to occupy (near the Stone
Bridge) wo were met by another order to
march immediately to Manassas Junction, as
an attack was apprehended that night.
Although it was now after sunset, and my
men had had no food all day, when the com-

mand to march to Manassas was given, they
cheerfully took the route to that place."

Col. Davies, who, as we havo seen, com-

manded McDowell's stubborn left wing, was,
after all, not far wrong when, in his testi-

mony before the Committee on the Conduct
of the War, he declared, touching the story
of the Bull Run battle: "It ought to have
read that we were victorious with the 13,000
troops of the left wing and defeated in the
18,000 of the right wing. That is all that
Bull Run amounts to"

In point of fact, tho battle of Bull Run
the first pitched battle of the war was a
drawn battle.

War was now fully inaugurated civil
war a stupendous war between two great
sections of one common country those of
our people on the one side fighting for the
dissolution of the Union, and incidentally
for free trade aud for slavery ; those on the
other side fighting for the preservation of the
Union, and incidentally for protection to
our free industries and for the freedom of the
slave.

As soon as the Republican party controlled
both Houses of Congress it provided pro-

tection to our free industries and to the free
labor engaged in them by the Morill tariff
act ot JcUU the lounaation act 01 an sunse
qucnt enactment on the subject.

The end.

Sco his report.
fScc pages 507, 503. Series I, Vol. II, Official

Records, War of tho Rebellion.

A YFAKNIXG TO CUSIUCAI. ASPIRANTS.

BY D. vr. c.

Once there wns a little man
Who wnntcd much to hold

Some otlico under "Uncle Sara"
Tluxt would nay well in Rold.

lie sat himself nt once to work,
And thought of many n plan.

That he might toon his object gala
This bold, aspiring man.

At first lie scores of letters brought.
All recommendations strong,

AOirminir that this little man
Had never done a wrong;

And others of ability.
And loyalty "true blue,"

Some swore he was a Chesterfield,
A wit, and Solon too.

"His pnpers,'' they were put "on file,''
The little man wna told,

" Till there occurred a vacancy,"
Which nmde him feel to bold,

That ho ordered tiie next morning
A suit of clothes so fine,

And invited Smith and Thompson
At homo with him to dine.

Midst the records of the ofilce
"Where this little man sought a placo

Lies ti bunch of dusty papers
Tied round withfuded tape.

But their owner, long forgotten,
Carej not for the useless lines;

On the steps ho is selling apples
Six ho gives you for a dime.

Xor by ilall.
iTa-chan- l Traveller.

Barnum recently reccivccVa lot of gnus from
Africa, but not by telegraph.

IT IASMLLE.

Gallant Service of the 15th Indiana

Battery.

A SHOWER OF SHRAPNEL

Hurled Upon the Enemy with.
Deadly Effect.

DRIVEN FROM SHYE'S BILL

Hood's Soldiers Give Way
Under the Fire.

To the Editor: There has been great im
portance placed on the artillery practice at the
battle of Nashville, notably that on Shye's Hill,
and I claim the credit of this work for the 15th
Ind. battery alone.

On tho arrival of SchoQcld's Corps from.
Franklin at Nashville, Gen. Couch fan able
officer; was placed in command of tho Second
Division, Twenty-thir- d Corps. This division
had heretofore been without rifle guns. Cox's
Third Division had two riflo batteries. Upon,
application of Gen. Couch tho'loth Ind. battery
was transferred to his (Second) Division. On
Dec. S, 18G1, we were called on to do a little
practice at long range, to sustain a rcconnois-ancco- u

the left of our line, and fired about 50
rounds; but nothing of importance occurred
until tho morning of Dec. 15, when the army
moved forward, Gen. Stccdman, with the col-

ored troops, on the left ; nest to Steedmtm, Gen.
Wooua's Fourth Corps; Gen. A. J.Smith and
the cavalry formed ou the right of the Fourth
Corps, and our (the Twenty-third- ) Corps in re-

serve, and it looked as if we were doomed to
bo merely lookers on in that fight. But in thi3
we were mistaken. Smith's Corps soon became
engaged with the redoubts on tho left of the
enemy's line, which wero overmatched and cap-

tured by Smith. AfterSmithhad captured these
detached works west of Richland Creek, his
corps bore to the left, striking the flanks of a
stone wall held by the enemy, driving them
from it in confusion. This gavo Conch's Sec-
ond Division time to push past Smith's Corp3,
and advancing on a lino from tho Hiilsboro
road east across a valley, assaulted and carried
the hills parallel to the Granny White pike.
It was when these assaults were to bo made
that the 15th Ind. battery was brought
forward into action to protect tho assault-
ing column on the hills along Richland
Creek, which was made by Cooper's Bri-
gade. This occurred just before dark. After
these hills had been carried the battery moved
down the hill uetir Richland Creek and formed
in battery close by a one-stor- y fraino house,
and here opened fire parallel to Richland Creek,
which was kept up until about 9 o'clock p. m.,
when the enemy ceased to reply. This ended
the first day's fight.

The enemy wa3 now busy forming a now line
3cross a commanding bill, afterwards known aa
Shye's Hill, which became the salient point
next day. North of Shye's Hill, not over 30O
yards distant, was a similar hill, occupied by
Couch's Division on the weat and by McArrhur'a
Division on tho east. On the center of this hill
was placed the first section of the 15th Ind.
battery in charge of Lieut. Fout.

Both sides were busy during the night
themselves, and it was about 4

o'clock in the morning when tho 15th battery
was placed in position.

The second section of this battery, in charge
of Lieut. Kuuz, with whom Capt. Harvey made
bis headquarters, was placed still further to tho
east in the rear of Mr?. Bradford's house' and
about 500 yards from the enemy's line, which
was here behind a stone wall. Battery D, 1st
Ohio Art., was in position about 1,200 yard3 to
the south and west of Shye's Hill and west of
Richland Creek. This was all tho artillery
u-e- d against Hood's lino west of the Granny-Whi- te

pike on the second day. There wero
batteries in reserve and many batteries in.
action east of the Granny White pike, but the
rout of Hood's army started from the west of
this road.

At 9 o'clock a. m. Fout's guns opened tiro on
Shye's Hill and kept it up at rapid intervals
and with groat effect. About noon Font re-
ceived orders to fire faster, and it was a grand
and beautiful sight to see the rapid and effective
firing by those guns that will uevcr be forgotten
by tho thousands who wero witnesses to it on
the Federal sido and by our opponents who now
felt tho effect of it, as the bursting shrapnel
gave them no chance to stay on Shyc s HilL
The guns could not have been served better,
and tho ammunition was tho best we over used,
as every shell exploded at its intended placo.
dipt. Harvey and Lieut. Kuuz kept up a de-

structive fire at the emiuy from their position,
and not a living being could exist on Shye's
Hill or behind the stonewall extending toward
the Granny White pike. Tho enemy tried to
plnce n battery of Napoleon guns on Shye's Hill,
but finding our fire too destructive galloped off
their left and received such a destructive tiro
from Battery D west if Richland Creek that it
surrendered when the charge was made. The
earthworks on Shye's Hill were perforated from
one end to the other, aud tho head logs rolled
on those of tho enemy who staid in their
trenches.

Gon. McArthur, of Smith's Corps, had noticed
the effects of Fout's guns, and moved 3rcM:l-leu- 's

Brigade to the left and front efthese
guns, ready for a Charge. At 1 o'clock p. va. thia
brigade took their place and from this time till
3:30 p. m. the cannoneers aud drivers, on
Font's section moved ardund the guns with a
rapidity that would have made a French
dancing master believo ther were having a
cotillion, to which the discharging guns and
bursting shrapnel fnrnishefl tho interesting
music. Cannoneers and drivers changed to
relieve each other as ono or tho other becaino
exhausted.

As the ammunition was about to give oat (afc

this rate of firing), a Colouel that was support
ing those guns on tho right, volunteered with
somo of his men to bring some from the wagons
that had moved through the field in our rear
like a fly through molasses, but were now fast
in tho mud. The Colonel actually carried a
box of shrapnel on bis shoulders, aud a number
of his uscu brought a sufficient supply. Gon.
Thomas, who was with Schoficld, seeing the
effects of Font's guns, caused him to make tho
remark that ho had seen much artillery prac-
tice, but never any hotter than he now wit-
nessed from the guns of the loth Ind. battery. .
At about 3:30 p. m. 3IeMi!Icn's Brigade moved
forward, protected by our guns, unchecked,
over the already ruiued lines on Shye's Hill;
tire rest of the two corps soou followed, and.
that portion of Hood's army not captured
moved rapidly east of the Granny White piko.
The two sections of tho 15th battery now re-
united, moved forward in the proper placo of
the Secoud Division, but on reaching tho Gron-nywhi- to

piko woro ordered to open Are on a
battery of the enemy in an open wood 500 yards
distant. Here a few rounds from Kuuz's sec-
tion exploded one of the enemy's limbers. This
caused tho drivers of the enemy's batteries to
cut tho traces and add still more confusion to
the now complete rout of Hood's army, of
which Hood himself says, " It was tho ouly
rout the Confederate sTiny ever sustained, but
it was complete." "Shrapnel," 15lh Ind.
battery. St. Louis, 3fo,


